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Art. XLVII_ Outlines of the Practice of Medicine, with Special Refer- 

ence to the Prognosis and Treatment of Disease, with Appropriate For¬ 
mulae and Illustrations. By Samuel Fenwick, M.D., Lecturer on 
the Principles and Practice of Medicine at the London Hospital, etc. 
8vo. pp. xvi., 387. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1880. 

While holding the Chair of Medicine at the London Hospital Medical 
College, it was Dr. Fenwick’s custom to devote the last few lectures of 
each session to a short outline of the medical treatment of the various dis¬ 
eases which had been described during the course. He found that by so 
doing he was the better enabled to aid the thoughtful student in preparing 
for his examinations, and also that the plan served to call to the minds 
of the class what had been taught them in the wards of the hospital, and 
in the out-patient clinique. This plan seems to have been a popular one, 
and it is at the suggestion of some of his former pupils that these “ Out¬ 
lines of the Practice of Medicine” have been published. They are, their 
author tells us in his preface, essentially the same as the lectures just re¬ 
ferred to. 

In the first part of the book such general directions as are applicable to 
the treatment of disease in all its forms are briefly laid down. In the 
second chapter he describes such indications as present themselves in 
acute forms of disease ; and in the third, those arising from pathological 
changes of a chronic nature. In the remaining chapters the separate dis¬ 
eases are considered in more or less detail, unnecessary repetition being 
avoided throughout the book by a lettered arrangement by which the 
general directions given in the first chapter may be readily referred to. 

While admitting that the indications for treatment are fairly presented, 
and that the treatment recommended is that which has received the sanc¬ 
tion of the highest authorities in therapeutics, we must say that the book 
belongs to a class we do not like, and which we think is likely to encour¬ 
age superficiality in the student. It will unquestionably be useful to him 
in preparing for his examinations, but we fear that it will be more often 
the idle than the “ thoughtful” student who will have recourse to it for 
this purpose. 

Appended to the book are a large number of useful formula:. 

J. H. H. 


Art. XLYIII_ A Dictionary of the German Terms used in Medicine. 

By George R. Cutter, M.D., Surgeon of the New York Eye and Ear 

Infirmary. 12mo. pp. 304. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1879. 

This little book is the outgrowth of its author’s own needs. Having 
found, as many of us have also found, that the ordinary dictionaries were 
of little or no service in the study of German medical literature, he made 
it a habit to write down all the technical words he met with in the course 
of his reading, with their definitions appended, as soon as they were ascer¬ 
tained. In this way he soon accumulated a large amount of manuscript, 
which at last becoming so voluminous as to be cumbrous, he determined to 
have printed, not only for his own use, but for that of other students. 
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The author’s reading appears to have been sufficiently extensive to 
enable him to make the work useful not merely to those interested in his 
own specialty, but also to the general practitioner. It seems to supply a 
want long felt, and to do this well. J. H. H. 


Art. XLIX— A Manual of Auscultation and Percussion ; embracing 
the Physical Diagnosis of Diseases of the Lungs and Heart , and of 
Thoracic Aneurism. By Austin Flint, M.D., Professor of the Prin¬ 
ciples and Practice of Medicine, and of Clinical Medicine in the Belle¬ 
vue Hospital Medical College, etc. etc. Second edition, revised. 8vo. 
pp. viii., 240. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1880. 

With the exception of a few remarks which its distinguished author 
introduces in regard to a variety of respiration which he calls Vesiculo¬ 
cavernous Respiration, in which, as its name implies, the vesicular and 
cavernous qualities are combined in the inspiratory sound, and which 
occurs when a cavity is surrounded, not by solidified, but by healthy lung, 
there does not appear to be any important difference between this and the 
first edition of his Manual. It seems, therefore, only necessary at the 
present time to say that a further examination has confirmed the favour¬ 
able opinion of it which we expressed in our issue for October, 1876. 

J. H. H. 


Art. L— A Text-Book of Physiology. By J. Fulton, M.D., M.R.C.S. 
Eng.; L.R.C.P. Lond.; Professor of Physiology and Sanitary Science 
in Trinity Medical College, Toronto, etc., 8vo. pp. x., 416. Philadel¬ 
phia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1879. 

English speaking students of physiology are especially fortunate in 
the number and variety of text-books at their disposal, from the encyclo¬ 
pedic editions of Carpenter, Foster, and Hermann, to the various common- 
school primers. It is, therefore, natural that we should expect in any new 
work some striking originality in its conception or treatment of the subject 
as its “ raison d’etre,” or extraordinary merit to enable it to supplant or 
even equal many of its well-known predecessors. In the work before us, 
however, with the exception of the probability of its having a certain sale 
among the students of “ Trinity Medical College, Toronto,” we confess 
that we have been unable to find any reason for its existence. It is com¬ 
mon place in all particulars in spite of the author’s “ endeavour to supply 
a prevailing want in the ordinary text-books” by the insertion of some 
chapters on histology. Its defects and merits are equally unimportant; 
while the latter do not warrant its ambitious dedication to advanced medi¬ 
cal students and general practitioners having students under their instruc¬ 
tion, the former will not render it absolutely hurtful to those who are 
compelled to read it. R. M. S. 



